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launch a great armament programme ? Baldwin's reply was,
to a Conservative, overwhelming, decisive, and completely
unanswerable. All he had to do was to ask one question:
Would a Labour Government have gone in for a great rearma-
ment programme ? The question answers itself. A Labour
Government would not support this Conservative policy.
The immediate task before Baldwin at that time therefore
was to win the General Election* In a democratic country
the people choose the Government by a free election. The
one decisive fact, the only factor worth considering was that
in 1934 the people believed in u policy of support of the League
of Nations, Collective Security and Disarmament. That is a
policy diametrically opposed to the rearmament and isolation-
ist policy of the Government. Baldwin himself in the debate,
supplied the evidence of this :
* There was probably a stronger pacifist feeling running
through this country than at any time .since the War.*
fi The Disarmament Conference was sitting at that time in
Geneva.'
c At the election at Fulham, a seat which the National
Government held was lost by about 7000 votes on no other
issue but the pacifist/
' The National Government candidate who made a most
guarded reference to defence was mobbed for it;.*
Finally, although Baldwin didn't mention it,, tine Peace Ballot,
with its 11,000,000, was absolutely conclusive.
In view of these facts the issue was clear cut and definite.
The Government were determined on a programme of great
rearmaments : the people, in Baldwin's view, were as definitely
opposed to such a programme. Thus what was Baldwin as
Prime Minister to do ? If he had been a sincere democrat,
willing to accept the verdict of the people, he would have set
about a great evangelising campaign to turn the people from
their Geneva heresies* But even had he wished to do this it
would have taken too long* A General Election must come
in 1936 at the latest. * A democracy/ Baldwin had declared,
* is always two years behind the dictator/ There wasn't that
time.
To Churchill there was no problem at alL His way was as
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